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Artists Thomas and William Daniell, uncle and nephew, are best known for their monumental work, 
Oriental Scenery (1795-1808), a collection of 144 elephant-folio size aquatints illustrating scenes of India 
from their eight-year sojourn there.   
 

  
  
Fig. 1:  Thomas Daniell, by George Dance Fig. 2:  William Daniell, by Richard Westall 
  
 
Many of those aquatints were used by potters in the 1820s as sources for Indian patterns on transferware.  
However, in order to get to India, the Daniells had to travel on East India Company ships first to China 
and then back-track to India.  It is not recorded how long they remained in China, or for that matter, how 
long they were in China at the end of their journey waiting for a ship back to England. 
 
Making the most of their layovers, though, they published in 1810 a smaller book, A Picturesque Voyage 
to India by the Way of China, of fifty aquatints showing scenes of their voyage to China as well as sights 
they observed while in and around Canton and finally in Calcutta.  This book didn’t escape resourceful 
potters in the 1820s either, and the Transferware Collectors Club database contains at least ten patterns 
with elements “adopted” from these prints.  What hasn’t been shown in the database is the text that 
accompanies these prints, and in these days of political correctness, much of it is shocking. 
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Fig. 3  Title page, A Picturesque 
Voyage to India; By The Way of 
China”. 

 
Fig. 4:  A typical East India Company ship, The Mellish, many of 
which were heavily armed. 

 
 

 
  
Fig. 5:  East India Company trading routes.  

 
Following are the eight prints from this book represented in the database, along with their accompanying 
texts, and illustrations of some related patterns.  Each of the patterns can be examined further by going to 
the entry in the database.   
 
Just take a look at the text for “Malays of Java”, and you will see a prime example of the colonial outlook, 
where the natives are referred to as “prone to idleness and mischief”. 
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Fig. 6:  Print Malays of Java. Fig. 7:  Malay Beach Scene pattern. 

 
Fig. 8:  Text accompanying Malays of Java print.  

 
Read “Chinese Lady” (#1) (where the women are said to be “reared in ignorance and imbecility”) and 
“Chinese Lady” (#2) (where the lady “appears to have no use for her fingers”) for descriptions of the life 
of an upper-class woman in China.  “Chinese Lady” (#2) is just one of three prints used for the mis-
named “Opium Smoker” pattern.  In that pattern the pipe is just an ordinary tobacco pipe, not an opium 
pipe. 
 

 

 
 
Figs. 9 and 10:  Print and pattern, 
Chinese Lady (#1). 
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Fig. 11:  Text accompanying Chinese Lady #1 print. 
 

 

 

 
  
Fig. 12:  Print, Chinese Lady (#2). Fig. 13 Opium Smoker pattern. 

 
Fig. 14:  Text accompanying Chinese Lady #2 print. 
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In the text for “Chinese Gentleman”, the source for the “opium” smoker, the Daniells state that in China 
“Literature is seldom cultivated for amusement, and authors are said to be more numerous than readers”.   
 

  
  
Fig. 15:  Print Chinese Gentleman. Fig. 16:  Opium Smoker pattern. 

 

 
  
Fig. 17:  Text accompanying Chinese Gentleman print. 
 

 
They express surprise, though, in the text for “View in a Chinese Garden” at the beauty of gardens “in a 
country where good taste appears to be almost unknown”.  Note that in the transferware pattern both of 
these elements are shown in reverse. 
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Fig. 18:  Print View in a Chinese Garden. Fig. 19:  Opium Smoker pattern. 
 

 
Fig. 20:  Text accompanying View in a Chinese Garden. 
 
“A Chinese of Rank” is treated more kindly, with no obvious sarcasm in the text.  Years ago, when a 
transferware pattern based on this print was first identified, it was erroneously called “Chinaman of 
Rank”, and that error has been perpetuated in some reference works. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fig. 21:  Print A Chinese of Rank. 
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Fig. 22: Chinese of Rank pattern (jug). Fig. 23 A Chinese of Rank pattern (plate). 

 
Fig. 24:  Text accompanying A Chinese of Rank print. 
 
The text for “Hotun on the Canton River”, the source of the pagoda on the right side of the “Canton 
River” pattern, presents a pretty description of the Chinese countryside near Canton but also mentions the 
constant threat of famine from failures of the rice crop. 
 

 
 

Fig. 25:  Print Hotun on the Canton River. 

 
 

 
Fig. 26:  Pattern Canton River or 
Chinese Junk and Pagodas. 
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Fig. 27:  Text accompanying Hotun on the Canton River.  
 
In the text for “South-West View of Canton” a brief but accurate description of the foreign operations in 
Canton gives us a hint of the restrictions placed by the Chinese on foreign traders, while the picture shows 
the foreign “factories” (warehouses) in Canton.  The boat in the right foreground of the picture is the only 
element from this print included in the “Canton River” pattern. 
 

 
 
Fig. 25:  Print South-West View of Canton. 

 

 
 
Fig. 26:  Pattern Canton River or 
Chinese Junk and Pagodas. 
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Fig. 27:  Text accompanying South-West View of Canton. 
 
In a coincidence of historic journeys, the Daniells returned to England in early 1794 by joining an East 
India Company convoy that included Lord Macartney’s entourage, returning from a diplomatic mission to 
the Emperor of China which had failed to secure expanded trading rights and representation for the 
English. 
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If you have a suggestion for or would like to contribute to the TCC Database Discoveries series, 
please contact us at webadmin@transcollectorsclub.org. 
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